
Blind Brook Middle School

Dear Parents, Family and Friends,

I hope this Newsletter finds all of you safe 
and warm!  This year has been busy as usual, 
however the focus at the middle school 
continues to be the emotional, social, and 
academic foundations required for 21st century 
students and citizens.  BBMS students are being 
prepared for future opportunities in life and 
career that rely on traditional skills and traits,  
like perseverance, creativity, and respect for one 
another.   Additional 21st century skills are also 
being addressed, like digital expertise and  
collaboration strategies.  

As we near the end of the first marking 
period, I encourage all to keep open lines of 
communication and a positive attitude towards 
learning in school.  Middle school is a time for 
students to challenge themselves in all aspects 
of their lives.  Some of these challenges are not 
met with success right away, however the 
lessons learned can solidify one’s character far 
into the future. 

I’m looking forward to continuing our 
mission here at the middle school.  The success 
we see with our former students is motivating; 
however we are continuously reflecting on our 
practice and challenging ourselves.  I appreciate 
the feedback by all stakeholders to help us 
improve and encourage continued feedback in a 
constructive manner.  Positive feedback helps us 
to continue and expand upon what we are doing 
well.  Please stay safe and enjoy this edition of 
the newsletter.
Warmest regards,

Todd Richard

A Message From the Principal



Middle school students started the year off with an assembly for each grade level.  Mr. 
Richard and Mrs. Butler discussed experiences of their own and others during  middle school 
years.  The goal was to help students feel comfortable knowing that we understand the 
challenges of middle school and that we are here to help them manage any situation.  We also 
discussed the important opportunities of getting extra help at school during AAA and Activity 
Period and the expectations for behavior and school citizenship.  The conversation 
transitioned into bullying and harassment.  Students were presented with definitions of 
harassment and bullying and the procedures for reporting incidents.  The message is to let a 
trusted adult know of any issues, including parents and/or school personnel.  We also 
encouraged students to stand up for someone if they are being bullied.  The following is a link 
to a video that concluded the presentation.  We hope that students will continue to be 
encouraged to stand up for what is right.  

Be an Upstander

Be Safe
Be Respectful
Make Good Decisions
Show Kindness

Parent-Teacher Institute
The first Parent-Teacher Institute workshop was held October 6th in the MS/HS Library.  The 
workshop was led by Seth Horowitz (Earth Science Teacher), Sanchita Krishna (6th Grade 
Science Teacher), and Amanda Arzt (6th Grade Counselor).  A total of 32 parents attended 
the one hour program.  The essential question of the night was, “What is the difference 
between studying and homework?” Understanding that question is key to creating strategies 
for successful time management and academic success in the middle school.  

Upcoming Workshops

➢ November 3 - Google 101 and 102
➢ December 1 - Reading/Literacy Development
➢ January 5 - Stress Management
➢ February 2 - Common Core Math
➢ March 2 - Social Media and On-Line Safety
➢ April 6 - Google 101 and 102

The presentation is available at the following link:

PTI - Study Skills 10-6-16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yl3nmon59w&list=PLvzOwE5lWqhScOdC3xMzs9FoAAfpxA-Tz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yl3nmon59w&list=PLvzOwE5lWqhScOdC3xMzs9FoAAfpxA-Tz
https://goo.gl/v4luur
https://goo.gl/v4luur


BBMS Prevention Specialist 
Monique Tricarico

1. to prevent the development and reduce the incidence of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use or 
related problems; 

2. to improve school performance and attitudes toward school among program participants

Monique Tricarico will serve as Blind Brook Middle School’s Prevention Specialist.  She will be working full 
time in the district and have evening hours available to meet with parents and community groups.  Mrs. Tricarico 
has a Masters Degree in Psychology, previous experience working with adolescents, and specialized training in 
prevention and early intervention strategies with adolescents at risk of having substance or gambling related 
problems. Her services ar being funded and supervised by Student Assistance Services Corporation and the 
District.

Mrs. Tricarico will be meeting with 7th and 8th grade students for education and prevention activities to correct 
erroneous perceptions about substance use and to teach students skills to identify and resist social and situational 
pressures to use substances.  Parent meetings corresponding to our prevention program will also be offered.  Mrs. 
Tricarico will be available to see students who are using substances, gambling or have personal, peer, school, or 
family issues that could increase their risk of using substances including involvement in bullying situations. If 
you would like to speak to Mrs. Tricarico about your child or another student, please call her directly at 937-3600 
x 3144.  All calls will be confidential.  

We are hopeful that this program will show promising results.  Data will be collected to assess the overall 
effectiveness of the program in preventing and reducing risk factors for alcohol, tobacco, other drug use, and 
related issues.   Please feel free to call me if you have any questions about the program.

Blind Brook Middle School, along with 39 other secondary schools in 
Westchester County, is continuing Student Assistance Services prevention 
programming for the 2016-2017 school year.  These activities are funded 
by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention through a Drug Free 
Community Support Grant to the school district, and by corporate and 
private donations.  The program will provide alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drug prevention and education, including early identification of students 
experiencing, or at high risk for, substance related problems, and students 
involved in bullying situations and problem gambling.  It is anticipated that 
this combination of services will accomplish the following goals:

Monique Tricarico

Important Information available on the Middle School Website:
(please click on following links)

● Middle School Family Guidebook 
● The Blind Brook-Rye School District Code of Conduct
● Middle School Staff Directory

Tech Tip:Google Classroom App!

Download the Google Classroom App to help keep up on classes.  You need to know 
your student’s password and you have the option to receive alerts when teachers 
post assignments or messages!

http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/MSGuidebook2016-17.docx.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/MSGuidebook2016-17.docx.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/MSGuidebook2016-17.docx.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/CodeofConductFinal2016Revised9.12.16.docx.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/CodeofConductFinal2016Revised9.12.16.docx.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/Page/234
http://www.blindbrook.org/Page/234


Students in sixth and eighth grades recently learned about the Mexican 
celebration of Dia de los Muertos or Day of the Dead. The Mexican sugar skull is the 
most popular symbol of this celebration. Sugar skulls reflect the folk art style of big 
happy smiles, colorful icing and sparkly adornments. Traditional designs and 
patterns are made with bright colors in various combinations. They are decorated 
with glitter, beads, rhinestones, feathers, and anything else that can stick to the 
icing. Most have beautiful floral patterns representing the flowers that fill the streets, 
graveyards and altars throughout the festival. Middle School art students discussed 
the differences between the celebration of Halloween and Day of the Dead. They 
recently created their own skulls.

The sixth grade students created a small framed skull using white model 
magic. They designed a spooky background that are high color contrasts to the 
white clay skull.  All students enjoyed the skull making process.  Their finished 
masks are as festive as the originals handcrafted in Mexico.

Art Class News

     The eighth grade students worked on 
skull masks. They included traditional 
floral designs, scrolls and other design 
elements as they demonstrate their 
understanding of symmetry. Their work 
incorporated bright marker colors, model 
magic clay and small gemstones. The 
model magic is provided in primary colors 
and white. Students recalled knowledge 
of color theory to mix secondary colors 
and tints.



Middle School Clubs 2016-17
AM OPEN GYM:  Mr. Beatty, 7:30 AM-7:45 Daily, MS Gym
The middle school gym is open each morning for all students interested in physical activity before the school day begins.  

ART CLUB:  Ms. Saglibene, Wednesday’s, 2:45-3:30 , Art Room M105
Students in grades 6, 7 & 8 are invited to join Art Club. Come explore a variety of media including watercolor, pastels, 
acrylics and sculpture. Relax and enjoy time with other developing artists. "Art enables us to find ourselves and lose 
ourselves at the same time." - Thomas Merton 

DESTINATION IMAGINATION TBD, 
Do you love a challenge?  Do you love to work with others to solve open-ended challenges?  Do you love to compete?  If 
you answered yes to these questions, DI is for you!  Join us as we develop life skills including time management, 
collaboration, conflict resolution, and creative and critical thinking. 

DIGITAL MEDIA CLUB:  Mr. Soto, Thursday’s, 2:45-3:30, Computer Lab
In a world where media has gone digital, an underground group of rebels gather together to create "B Squared," a digital 
production lab where music, movies, and documentaries become the voice of the people. Be a part of a creative team of 
cutting edge producers, directors, actors and many other talented artists!   

MINECRAFT: Mr. Soto, Tuesday’s, 2:45-3:30, Computer Lab
Minecraft brings together the thrills of discovery, creativity and survival. Through experimenting and working together, 
you'll begin to develop skills in creative thinking, math and geometry, and even a bit of geology. Share your strategies and 
skills, learn some new ones, and let your imagination run wild!

DRAMA CLUB:  Mrs. Dakers,  Wednesday’s, 2:45—3:30, MS Cafeteria
This club is for kids interested in all aspects of theater.  Whether you are interested in acting, producing, directing, 
scenery, or any of the other elements associated with the stage—this club is for you!  
 
YOGA CLUB:  Mrs. Dakers & Mrs. Hellman , Thursday’s, 2:45 – 3:30, Fitness Center
Come and experience what yoga is and why it's an awesome way to de-stress, and gain strength and flexibility.  
We will answer any questions you may have, and have fun stretching our bodies and opening our minds.

GUITAR CLUB:  Mr. Donoghue, Wednesday’s, 2:45-3:30, Music Room H101
Guitar Club is for people who love to play guitar or would love to learn how to play.  Come jam with other students, share 
your favorite songs, or learn a few.  All levels welcome!

SPANISH CLUB:  Mrs. Hellman, Tuesday’s, 2:45-3:30, M108
Explore various cultural celebrations through dances, music, and food.  Small craft projects will be done as well.
 
BBMS NEWSPAPER:  Mr. Donoghue, Thursday’s, 2:45-3:30, M100
Do you know everything that is happening around school?  Do you want to?  Join with other interested students to 
create a newspaper that keeps us all informed about the important issues at BBMS!  Writers, photographers, sports 
enthusiasts are welcome!

STOCK MARKET CLUB:  Mr. Tamucci, Thursday’s, 2:45—3:30, Room M106 
Explore the basics of investing in publicly traded stocks, bonds and mutual funds. The club will participate in The Stock 
Market Game, an online program that simulates actual investments in the market. The club will be competing against other 
Middle Schools in the area. 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT:  Mr. Castelli & Mrs. Castelli, Tuesday’s, 2:45pm-3:30pm Room M110
Representatives are elected to promote school spirit and organize events that contribute to school community.  Open to 7th 
& 8th graders 
  
YEARBOOK:  Mrs. Krishna, Tuesday’s, 2:45-3:30, Room M200
Be a part of preserving life-long memories by planning, producing and selling the BBMS Middle School Yearbook.  From 
concept to design to production, this club will guide you through all aspects of creating this cherished keepsake.

MS JAZZ ENSEMBLE:  Mr. Whitman, Tuesday’s, 7:10AM-7:40AM, Band Room
This select ensemble is for committed musicians who wish to expand their musicianship in Jazz.  Open to all through auditions.
 
MS SELECT BAND:  Mr. Whitman, Thursday’s, 7:10—7:40 AM, Band Room
Designed for serious musicians, the Select Band is open to 6th & 7th grade students by audition and all 8th grade students. 

MS SELECT CHORUS:   Mrs. Lazere,  Wednesday’s, 7:10-740AM, LGI
If you love to sing, this is the place for you!  Open to all students through audition. 



digital
media

digital
media

The Digital Media curriculum 
is designed to introduce and 

enrich a deeper understanding 
of media and its role in society. 2016/17

6th Graders hacked Google Slides!
Using traditional cell-by-cell or “Stop-Motion” animation techniques, 

students designed dynamic digital movements.
Click on the links attached to the images above to see samples.

8th Graders started their 
journey of self discovery  

by first creating their 
“DIGITAL PORTFOLIO”

a profile page that 
describes who they are 

and what they want to do.  
They are building their 
digital skills and media 

literacy in order to begin 
working on their 

PASSION PROJECTS

https://goo.gl/4U4k3z
https://goo.gl/8l23yn
https://goo.gl/PhjhMW


Dismissal and Absence Procedures
To report an absen

Informational Parent Nights
Incoming 6th Grade Parent Night – April 5, 2017, 7:00 PM

● This night is for 5th grade parents to learn about the transition to middle school.  
The students will visit the middle school during the school day that same day.

Incoming 7th Grade Parent Night – May 10, 2017, 7:00 PM
● This informational meeting is for 6th grade parents regarding the 7th grade 

program and a peek to high school.  Information on modified sports and 
Chromebooks will be presented. 

Incoming 8th Grade Parent Night – March 15, 2017, 7:00 PM
●  This informational meeting is for 7th grade parents regarding the 8th grade 

program and a closer look at high school programs, particularly math and 
science.  

BBMS Talent Show
The Blind Brook Middle School Faculty Talent Show will be held on Friday, 
June 2nd, 2017.  All proceeds go to the PTA and it is a fun night for all.  
Come let your teachers be the entertainment for the evening!  

Note From the Nurse's Office
Dear 6th Grade Parents, 

Please remember to have your child's Tdap and Varicella vaccinations before their 
11th birthday.  As per State mandate, Mr. Richard is unable to allow participation in school 
without verified documents from your doctor.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Nancy Garretto RN, Blind Brook MS/HS Nurse      
ngarretto@blindbrook.org or extension 3139

Safety Reminder:
Please refrain from bringing any nut products to school.  Baked 
goods are not permitted to be distributed in school.  

mailto:msattendance@blindbrook.org
mailto:ngarretto@blindbrook.org
mailto:ngarretto@blindbrook.org


School Trips
As many of you know, for the past two years the 8th grade students have travelled to 

Washington, DC for a two night, three day educational trip.  Several years ago, before the DC trip, the 
7th grade spent two days and two nights in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania followed by a final day at Hershey 
Park, Pennsylvania.   There is tremendous educational opportunity when ALL students and teachers 
participate in common experiences outside of the classroom and building.  The students welcome the 
change in environment and the teachers enjoy interacting with students in a more natural setting, with 
our “street” clothes.  The common educational experience allows for curricular connections, stronger 
relationships with faculty, and more interest in school.    

Unfortunately, for overnight trips, I feel strongly that the potential risk to our children’s safety 
overshadows the benefits described above.  My concerns stem from my experience of organizing and 
attending the trip over the last two years.  Medical needs, food allergies, and random events are factors 
that play a major role in the risk.  Some of the variables that can affect those factors are not completely 
under our control and there lies the concern.  A nurse, a food server, a cook, a driver, a bus - these are 
variables that we rely on to guarantee the safety of our children.  Unfortunately, I have witnessed 
incidents related to those variables that have jeopardized the safety of our students.  The frustrating 
issue is that some of these factors are completely out of our control.  Although there have been no 
major incidents, I feel the possibility of something going wrong is eminent.
 
The 7th and 8th grade teams are currently working on alternate day trips to attend within an acceptable 
driving distance.  There are many local opportunities for learning about art, history, and science that 
can provide great experiences for our students while minimizing our risk.  Obviously, when we leave the 
school at any time, there is an increased risk to safety, however we will prepare accordingly to minimize 
any risk.  As we solidify our plans moving forward, you will be notified.  

I realize this news may be disappointing to many, however we will provide equivalent, or even better, 
learning experiences moving forward.   Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
Todd Richard 

Upcoming Principal’s Conversations:
● December 8, 2016 - 6:30 PM in the Library IMC.
● February 9, 2017 - 9:00 AM in the MS Cafeteria 

Please click below for the 
October edition of Middle Years:

Middle Years, October 2016

Excellent Illustration!

http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/October%202016.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib07/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/9/October%202016.pdf


Note- Blind Brook email addresses are first inital last name @blindbrook.org
Example - Todd Richard is trichard@blindbrook.org

Please use the following guide when you have questions or concerns.
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